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OSH Circular 2025-12  (01 December 2025) 
 

                         Deck Crane Safety 
 

A fair number of ports operating within the U.S. Atlantic and Gulf Coasts continue to 
enjoy vessel calls wherein the operation of deck cranes form a critical part of the cargo 
handling equation. It’s appropriate then, to provide some focus on several elements of 
deck crane operation that are essential to safe practice. 
 
In isolating those elements, the Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA) 
has regulated the subject in the manner set out within the following links: 
 
Vessel's Cargo Handling Gear [General Requirements] 
 
Vessel's Cargo Handling Gear [Specific Requirements] 
 
Vessel's Cargo Handling Gear [Rigging Gear] 
 
Vessel's Cargo Handling Gear [Cranes] 
 
Also, a recent publication of the G2 Ocean group takes the time to explore several of 
those elements from a practical perspective and may be accessed via the following link: 
 
Rough handling of cranes [Safety Bulletin of 15 October 2025] 
 

               
 

                 Got an OSH-related question? Write to the JSC at: blueoceana@optonline.net 
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