
 
Wilmington firefighters perform CPR on top 
of crane at Port of Wilmington Saturday 
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The Wilmington Fire Department scaled an 80-foot mobile container crane at the Port of Wilmington 
Saturday morning to give someone CPR, the fire department announced Tuesday. 

The person later died, and the case is under investigation by the Wilmington Police Department. 

Firefighters said they were called to 70 Gist Road at 9:54 a.m. to respond to someone in cardiac 
arrest. They used high-angle rescue harnesses to climb the crane, according to the department, and 
took over CPR from bystanders who were already performing it in the small space on top of the 
crane. 

 



 

 

Advanced Life Support was called for "advanced interventions," and the Wilmington Fire 
Department said CPR was done on the person in cardiac arrest for over an hour before they were 
pronounced dead. 

The fire department anchored ropes to two ladders to anchor ropes for a stokes basket, which they 
used to lower the person to the ground. 

Their identity has not yet been released. 

 
 
 
 


