
 
Three Workers ‘Killed By Fumes’ 
 

 
A body is taken from the scene at City Services Ltd yesterday after three men died. Photo: Vandyke Hepburn 
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By DENISE MAYCOCK  Tribune Freeport Reporter  dmaycock@tribunemedia.net  
 
THREE men died yesterday in an industrial accident in Freeport after possible chemical 
exposure while cleaning a tank filled with scrap metal. A Bahamian, an American and a 
Dominican were discovered unresponsive in a pit on a floating tank at City Services Ltd 
shortly after 4pm. 
 
Although police are withholding the identities of the men, one of the deceased is David 
Dorvile, a Bahamian of Haitian descent. Felix Timothy, a relative, told The Tribune his cousin 
David was aged about 47 and worked at City Services. He received a call around 3pm of the 
tragic news. 
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According to reports, the tank was being cleaned at the time. One of the men went down in 
the pit first. When he failed to return, a second man went in to check. When he did not return, 
the third man went in. 
 
Assistant Superintendent of Police Stephen Rolle said police received a report around 4.15pm 
of an industrial accident at the City Services property which is located in the industrial area, 
just north of the container port. 
 
On arrival at the scene, ASP Rolle reported officers found three unconscious males. 
 “These males were doing some work in the floating tank barge and they all became 
unresponsive,” he said. 
 
Mr Rolle said that an employee from an adjacent property came over to assist with the 
removal of three lifeless bodies from the pit. 
 
When The Tribune arrived shortly after 5pm, the bodies were still lying on the deck of a 
floating tank barge, which was filled with scrap metal. Even with a mask on, you could still 
smell a chemical odour in the breeze. 
 
EMS personnel called to the scene pronounced the men dead, ASP Rolle reported. The bodies 
were taken by three hearses to the morgue. 
 

 
 
ASP Rolle said investigations are continuing into the matter and an autopsy will be carried out 
to determine the exact cause of death. The identities and ages of the deceased men are being 
withheld pending official identification, Mr Rolle said. When asked the nationalities of the 
men, Mr Rolle confirmed one is said to be a Bahamian, a Dominica and an American 
who lived in Grand Bahama. ASP Rolle indicated that the men went in the pit one at a time. 
 
 “The first male did not return, the second individual would have gone down to search for the 
first male. When he did not return, the third went down and he did not return. That caused 
the male from an adjacent property to come and make some inquiries and then he found three 
men unresponsive,” he explained. 
  
“We cannot say the depth of the pit, but there is some depth down there,” Mr Rolle said. 
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When asked whether the men were exposed to toxic chemicals or fumes, the senior police 
official said he could not confirm that or whether the men were wearing protective gear. 
He said when police arrived the bodies had already been retrieved from the tank, with the 
assistance of a fourth man who worked on the adjacent property. 
 

 
 
Mr Timothy said David was the father of one child, who lives in Miami, Florida. 
He was very shocked to learn of his cousin’s death.  “I got a call at home around 3pm about 
my cousin,” he said. “This is a very serious situation when you send a person inside a stinky 
hole with gas; they should have someone on top to keep eyes on them. “You let people go in 
there by themselves and nobody check on them for hours after hours. You don’t see them and 
that’s when you check? 
 
 “I received a phone call and it shocked me. Someone said, ‘You ain’t hear what happened, 
ain’t nobody call you?’ Then they say David die. I said who David? My David?” 
Mr Timothy said his cousin David was a hard-working man who was always by himself. 
  
“I feel bad, this is terrible. How would you feel if someone close to you was walking, and next 
you hear someone say they are dead – that shock me, I feel very bad about that,” he said. 
 
 “..The tank that stinks with gas in there. That is not safe.” 
 
Two hearses from Restview Memorial Mortuary left around 6.45 pm with the bodies of two 
men, and the third hearse from Russell &Pinder left with the third body shortly after. 
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