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'Devoted family man' Amo Kalati named as
whar6e who was crushed to death
Auckland reporters · 15:00, Sep 06 2020

A father-of-seven who was crushed to death under a container is being
remembered for his “big grin and even bigger heart”.

Pala’amo (Amo) Kalati, a stevedore who’s understood to have only worked for
the Ports of Auckland for a couple of months, died last Sunday on a ship at
the Fergusson Container Terminal.

The 31-year-old’s death is being investigated by Maritime NZ and police.

A week after his death, Ports of Auckland issued a statement on its Facebook
page saying it was “absolutely devastated” by the death.

READ MORE:
* Auckland whar@es make claims of lax safety, near-miss before man was
crushed
* Whar@e was crushed to death by container on ship at Ports of Auckland
* One person dead after injury on ship at Ports of Auckland
* Ports of Auckland @ned $424k after death of ocean swimmer Leslie
Gelberger

The post says its love and prayers are with Kalati’s family, who they are
providing ongoing support to.

“We are a big whānau here at the port, so everyone is deeply affected by what
has happened.”

Counselling has been offered to affected staff, the post says.

“As an organisation we care deeply about the safety and wellbeing of our
staff. In recent years a great deal of effort has gone into making the port a
safer place to work, which makes this event even more painful.”

Marist Saints Rugby League club also posted a tribute on its Facebook page
extending the clubs condolences to Kalati’s family.

“Amo was a devoted family man arst and foremost. His cheeky sense of
humour, big grin and even bigger heart will truly be missed.”

Kalati represented Marist at premier level in the 2013 Fox Memorial and was
involved in his eldest son’s team.

The dad also ran an “amazing homework club” for the Marist Saints junior
international grades as well as coaching his youngest son’s team.

Kalati’s family have declined to comment at this stage.

Earlier this week, current and former Ports of Auckland staff made claims
about the organisation’s handling of Kalati’s death and concerns around
safety.

A current worker at the port, who Stuff agreed not to name, claimed staff who
arrived at the terminal near where the man died on the ship were told to
continue working, just ave hours after the incident.

The wharae said he felt this was the “ultimate disrespect” to his dead
colleague’s family to continue work while the crushed body still lay on the
ship.

“To me it’s tapu. It’s sacred and just bad luck.”

Former wharae Saul Parks also told Stuff he narrowly avoided the same fate
as Kalati.

A Ports of Auckland spokesman previously said at no time were staff ordered
to continue work after the incident or expected to continue against their
wishes.

But it has apologised for some of what was said to staff the morning after the
incident, which one worker alleged included a comparison to how police
continued working after the recent death of a police oecer.

A Givealittle page has been set up by Kalati’s wife’s brother to support the
family.
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Hi neighbours, I would like to
report a couple of stolen
bonsai trees from my home.
Would appreciate having
people keep on the lookout
for them being sold on
various marketplaces and
get in touch with me ASAP.
Of course I am deeply upset
that people would do such a
thing when I have put much
time and effort cultivating
the trees. Any information
would be greatly
appreciated. Thank you, Su

Love your regional park? Tell us about it!
Have your say on the future of Auckland’s
regional parks by clicking on 'Read More'
below. Consultation now open. 
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Tāwharanui Regional Park

We are currently working to make it easier
for Aucklanders to install a rainwater tank
without a resource consent. If this is
something you are interested in: 
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 Register to attend our webinar
on 7 Sept, By clicking on 'Read More' below.Hi all. Just warning any dog owners who
walk in/near Michaels Avenue Reserve, there
is a male (brown hair, stocky, 35-45) with 2
identical Dogue De Bordeaux/French
Mastiffs. Today they attacked two small
dogs, then harassed another one not long
after. Thought I’d post a warning, as the
owner has no control over either of them and
they may harass/attack other dogs. I’ve
attached a photo of the breed. Auckland
Council would like more info on the owner,
any would be appreciated.
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Amo Kalati died after he was crushed by a container last Sunday.

Trustworthy, accurate and reliable news stories are more important now
than ever. Support our newsrooms by making a contribution.
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Safety concerns have been raised by current and former staff.
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Safety concerns have been raised by current and former staff.

If you support New Zealand journalism… Make a contribution

We’d like to ask for your help. In a fast-changing world where
misinformation spreads on social media, the need for trustworthy
journalism has never been greater. But the media industry faces strong
headwinds. Traditional means of funding journalism - such as advertising
and subscriptions to our newspapers - have declined, compounded by the
economic impact of Covid-19.

We’re asking our readers to help us continue to play our vital role in society.
Stuff holds a special position in New Zealand, with the largest network of
newsrooms - hundreds of journalists from Northland to Southland. We’re
part of your local community, doggedly pursuing the issues that matter.

We hold the powerful to account - from making sure your rates are spent
wisely to challenging Cabinet ministers who oout the rules.

We uncover hidden truths - from the Defence Force’s activities in
Afghanistan to which companies commit the greatest climate damage.

And we champion Kiwi communities and values - from aghting for New
Zealand history to be taught in schools to enhancing coverage of Te Ao
Māori with our new Pou Tiaki section.

In an age where rumours and speculation spread unchecked on social
media, Stuff’s professional standards of accuracy, fairness and balance are
more vital than ever. Please consider becoming a supporter. Make a
contribution from as little as $1 and help sustain trustworthy
independent journalism.
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Ad[Photos] Malia And Sasha Obama Admit
The Truth About Michelle
The pair offered an astonishing revelation about what their
mother – Michelle Obama – is really like behind closed
doors.

promoted Knd out more

Ad

Remember Matthew Labyorteaux?
Hold Your Heart Before You See Him
undefined

promoted
find out more

more from stuff

Why having a risk management plan is important
for your business

sponsored

Woman's @nger cut off in Wellington during drug
debt ordeal

Shut The Front Door! The All New
Subaru Lineup Is Incredible
Subaru | Sponsored Listings

[Pics] Mom gives birth to triplets,
then doctor asks dad to leave the
room
WorldLifeStyle

30 US Cities With the Worst
Reputations (Bethany Beach is
arguably the worst)
ALOT Travel

[Pics] Female Cop Hid Her Double Life For 7 Years
Maternity Week

[Pics] Ridiculous Photos Taken In The Gym That
Are Hilarious
Ice Pop

House left charred and in ashes after early-morning
blaze

Judge 'baged' as former senior @re@ghter @ned
over two @res in one day

sponsored by Eargo
Hearing Shouldn't Cost an Arm and a Leg

Learn More Learn More

Advertise with Stuff

Get a Free Sample Of This Virtually Invisible
Hearing Aid

The World's Best Hearing Aid Has Arrived

nat iona l Log in

cr ime

https://www.facebook.com/Stuff.co.nz
https://twitter.com/NZStuff
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/blogs/from-the-newsroom/12231484/Join-Stuff-co-nz-on-Snapchat
javascript:void%200
javascript:void%200
javascript:void%200
mailto:?subject='Devoted%20family%20man'%20Amo%20Kalati%20named%20as%20wharfie%20who%20was%20crushed%20to%20death&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stuff.co.nz%2Fnational%2Fcrime%2F300100749%2Fdevoted-family-man-amo-kalati-named-as-wharfie-who-was-crushed-to-death
javascript:void%200
javascript:void%200
javascript:void%200
mailto:?subject='Devoted%20family%20man'%20Amo%20Kalati%20named%20as%20wharfie%20who%20was%20crushed%20to%20death&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stuff.co.nz%2Fnational%2Fcrime%2F300100749%2Fdevoted-family-man-amo-kalati-named-as-wharfie-who-was-crushed-to-death
https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/industries/300098371/customer-gets-severe-burns-from-mcdonalds-coffee
https://www.stuff.co.nz/motoring/news/122652062/driver-fails-vtnz-full-licence-test-on-the-spot-due-to-dirty-front-seat
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/local-democracy-reporting/300098597/driveways-driven-away-by-new-rule
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/300100588/three-teen-girls-to-stand-trial-for-murder-of-90yearold-levin-woman-grace-virtue
https://www.stuff.co.nz/life-style/homed/122675151/wellington-man-sells-up-gives-away-pieces-of-his-house-for-free
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/quizzes/300100842/quiz-morning-trivia-challenge-september-7-2020
https://www.stuff.co.nz/sport/rugby/all-blacks/122680536/from-building-fences-to-national-callup-tupou-vaai-becomes-the-first-all-black-born-in-the-2000s
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/122680808/one-of-the-missing-new-zealanders-on-capsized-livestock-ship-is-from-southland
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/weather-news/122681872/north-canterbury-town-pounded-by-unbelievable-hail-storm
https://www.stuff.co.nz/sport/rugby/all-blacks/300100717/all-blacks-the-unluckiest-players-not-to-make-ian-fosters-squad
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.neighbourly.co.nz/
https://deaths.stuff.co.nz/obituaries/stuff-nz
https://coupons.stuff.co.nz/
https://advertise.stuff.co.nz/
https://careers.stuff.co.nz/
https://stuff.co.nz/about-stuff/10648385/Privacy-Policy
https://www.stuff.co.nz/about-stuff/300062240/stuff-cookies-policy-and-targeting-and-tracking-policy
https://stuff.co.nz/about-stuff/10647720/Stuffs-terms-and-conditions
https://stuff.co.nz/about-stuff/33785/Contact-Us
https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/industries/122434707/global-report-outlines-key-business-risks-in-2020?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/122655618/judge-drops-school-caretakers-driving-charge-for-tragic-accident?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/122656856/last-member-of-prolific-canterbury-burglary-ring-jailed?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/300096773/meth-dealer-found-with-90000-cash-hidden-in-freezer-roof?obOrigUrl=true
https://searchthese.net/index.php?rgid=94685&obOrigUrl=true
https://cat.va.us.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php?cppv=3&cpp=cAinpQQU_NI3FglTLKq1YnGFYaDeDafJWgZSmEjFYyZGqPa9E2nw4QZG7-379wZhilJAW02f6UibVeY9M7aK5_WSvMnJW97zHHYQ01KADE88TQVlYjcVKdUewmQuigYiSEf44o7pRtcG-bcIKZ3TLhpZaSBsggoA1f92WsTF2hbJcFgvPB2fyX3tQUtsn0jdm7_rCVXtZ9B4XsqrlMd42M-vRMGOKqJ6YL4daAH9emMWgATKK8trdvYT_Pfmcs42pC_PKOCB3_JeZehSUghydJpPf3hiEf5al6m2bOpdYhbodmbiC1l3PSKnM4o8VQoyyOBJkiu-iHKdH-ZewMMlPGkI4Kr4HfqjD1RsuahS57XFau6krXIJXh8X9wtxyPF8PRHGw0JvLSUVA4U-fGJIdPBDiMg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freepik.com%2Fprofile%2Fpreagreement%2Fpremium_campaign2%3Fcoupon%3Drmfreepik%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_campaign%3Drmk_US&obOrigUrl=true
https://interactives.stuff.co.nz/2020/03/support-stuffs-journalism/?utm_source=stuff&utm_medium=widget&utm_campaign=supporter-program&utm_content=long-footer-contributionbutton
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/industries/122434707/global-report-outlines-key-business-risks-in-2020?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/122647376/womans-finger-cut-off-in-wellington-during-drug-debt-ordeal?obOrigUrl=true
https://searchthese.net/index.php?rgid=94685&obOrigUrl=true
https://r1-usc1.zemanta.com/rs/u1pk9734dvcw/b1_obOrigUrl=true
http://travel.alot.com/themes/30-us-cities-with-the-worst-reputations--15221/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=262010&utm_term=$publisher_name$_-_$section_name$_-_$publisher_id$_-_$section_id$&utm_content=adrizer&camp_id=51300&multipage=1&obOrigUrl=true
http://maternityweek.com/lifestyle/human-interest/cops-secret-double-life-model/?l=a&utm_medium=CPC&utm_content=%5BPics%5D+Female+Cop+Hid+Her+Double+Life+For+7+Years&utm_source=Outbrain-AdRizer&utm_campaign=275669&utm_term=$publisher_name$_-_$section_name$_-_$publisher_id$_-_$section_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.icepop.com/omg-gym-moments-photos/?utm_source=ouins&utm_campaign=006289563a09fdae522ea56ca27db63f6c&utm_term=$publisher_name$_$section_name$_$section_id$&utm_request=$req_id$&utm_content=newnext&utm_medium=Dt_OS_IP_US_D_others_FunnyGymMoments_R2_v1_0309&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatu-standard/news/300090388/house-left-charred-and-in-ashes-after-earlymorning-blaze?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.stuff.co.nz/national/crime/122627161/judge-baffled-as-former-senior-firefighter-fined-over-two-fires-in-one-day?obOrigUrl=true
http://get.eargo.com/outbrain?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=src06-cnl06-spnd01-cmp02_carousel_july2020_desktop&utm_adgroup=00e9309429f4e81d636231dddca8b9ba3f&utm_ad=Get+a+Free+Sample+Of+This+Virtually+Invisible+Hearing+Aid&utm_publisher=$section_name$&utm_device=All&publisher_id=$section_id$&click_id=$ob_click_id$&o_campaignid=00d2677ba4a484469ff64f922f9b7ffcaf&obOrigUrl=true
http://get.eargo.com/outbrain?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=src06-cnl06-spnd01-cmp02_carousel_july2020_desktop&utm_adgroup=0096faadaa0adda99965bbe018ba428955&utm_ad=The+World%27s+Best+Hearing+Aid+Has+Arrived&utm_publisher=$section_name$&utm_device=All&publisher_id=$section_id$&click_id=$ob_click_id$&o_campaignid=00d2677ba4a484469ff64f922f9b7ffcaf&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.stuff.co.nz/

